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Dear Oxfam Friend, 

Nowadays, barely a day goes by without news of some extreme weather 

somewhere in the world. The first half of 2023 was abnormally warm in 

Hong Kong and we experienced the hottest August on record (source: the 

Hong Kong Observatory). Our research reports have found that extreme 

weather exacerbated by climate change has had a major impact on the city’s 

street cleaners and low-income families living in subdivided flats. 

In September, our city was hit by a super typhoon and an unprecedented 

rainstorm that brought the city to a standstill within hours. Although we 
immediately worked with our partner SOCO to respond to the needs of 
subdivided flat residents in the wake of the extreme weather we saw, it is 
clear that climate change affects the poorest first and worst.

At Oxfam, we believe that if we are to eliminate poverty, we must address 
the impacts of climate change on people living in poverty. We are working 
with partners and communities around the globe to fight for climate justice. 
In July this year, I visited Wangjinzhuang, a village in Hebei, where Oxfam is 

supporting a rural development project there. I was inspired by how villagers 

there preserved traditional quality seeds to cope with the unprecedented 

threat of climate change. I was also impressed by their resilience, solidarity 

and how empowered they feel to diversify their crops to minimise the 

impacts of climate change on their livelihoods.

Meanwhile, the Conference of Parties (COP), which is the biggest annual 

conference on the climate crisis held by the United Nations, will be held from 

30 November to 12 December 2023. Oxfam and its partners are gearing up to 

advocate and lobby the negotiators at the climate talks to come up with a 

fair deal to help countries and communities adapt to the changing climate. 

To raise awareness about climate change and adaptation, we launched a 

series of events and campaigns in Hong Kong that engaged the general 

public and media which included the “Know Heaven. Know Earth. Oxfam 

Hong Kong Climate Change Photography Exhibition” which was held in 

Tseung Kwan O between 11 and 17 October 2023. Through it, we brought 

smallholder farmers’ and street cleaners’ stories of dealing with climate 

change to the general public.  

Climate change is threatening humankind and pushing people into poverty. 

Together, and with your participation, we can stop the climate crisis from 

getting worse. 

With warm regards,

Kalina Tsang
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SMILE AT THE WORLD

Photo: Mutasim Billah/Oxfam

My name is Razia. I now live in a camp in Cox’s Bazar*.  After my husband tragically died in December 2020, 
I had struggled to support my children alone. Luckily, I took part in Oxfam’s income generation programme 
and received training on producing cloth sanitary napkins for an income. I invest the income in goats and 
poultry. I also run a small farm. I am able to buy fish and vegetables and medicine, as well as pay school 
tuition for my children. I am proud to be able to help promote health and hygiene in the communities and 
reduce waste from disposable masks and sanitary napkins.

*Remark: Cox’s Bazar is the world’s single largest and most densely populated cluster of refugee camps where nearly a 
million Rohingya refugees take shelter there. Oxfam has been working with partners and refugee volunteers to provide safe 
water and sanitation facilities to refugees there, and promote women and girl’s leadership and develop livelihoods.

A self-reliant single mother

‘

’
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How does climate change affect poverty?

SEE THE WORLD

At Oxfam, we know that climate change, poverty, and inequality are linked. It is also a 
key driver of migration and food insecurity. Here, people living in poverty around the 
world tell their stories of how climate change affects their lives. 

Climate change looms over all countries but the world’s poorest countries and communities are 
hit worst by it. Three out of four people living in poverty rely on agriculture and natural resources 
to survive. For these people, the effects of climate change — limited water and food sources — 
could plunge them further into poverty as environmental conditions worsen.

What are the extreme weather events that affect poor 
and marginalised communities the worst?

Years-long
droughts

Monsoons
and cyclones

Fighting climate change
fighting poverty

Record high
temperatures

Erratic rains
and flooding

Photo: Oxfam

3



Ethiopia: Pastoralist communities in the Somali 
region have been suffering several years of erratic rains and 
droughts, and millions of people have lost their animals and 
livelihoods. Crops have been decimated and communities 
that still have access to water and pastures are in a dire 
situation since those resources are not enough to cover 
their basic needs.

The Solomon Islands: Shirley Ahuia, 11, gets 
ready to go to school in her dug-out canoe. Children there are 
unable to use coastal footpaths that are now underwater due to 
the sea level rise. For Pacific Islander peoples, the climate crisis 
is a very real, present and deepening reality. Rising seas and 
higher storm surges are already swallowing land and homes and 
contaminating scarce water supplies. 

Hong Kong: King Je is nearly 70 years old, but she 
still works as a cleaner to earn a meagre income. Recently, 
she felt sick working in the scorching heat. The intense 
heat inside her subdivided flat also affects her everyday life 
and physical health. Once, she even suffered from severe 
vomiting and had to be sent to the hospital for treatment. 

China: The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is one of the areas in 
China that is most affected by climate change. A sudden 
snowstorm can strip herders of their livestock and push them 
into poverty overnight. Badin Kanzhuo, a herder, said: ‘As the 
pasture becomes dry through spring and early summer and the 
grass grows badly, the yaks don’t grow well and don’t produce 
much milk. We don’t have much income now.' 

Watch short video to learn more:

Photo: Ivan Utahenua/Oxfam 

Photo Wang Wenyan/Oxfam  

Photo Wang Wenyan/Oxfam  

Photo: Poon Wai Nang/Oxfam

4



Somalia: More than 20 million people in Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda and 

South Sudan have been affected by an ongoing drought (Source: the UN). Here in a 

hospital in Somalia little Magda is fighting for her life. She is extremely malnourished. 

Magda's mother is a single parent, she is struggling to feed her family. 

Watch short video 
to learn more about 
the hunger crisis in 
East Africa:

How does climate change increase hunger?
Extreme weather is a driver of world hunger. The impact of shifting weather 
patterns, droughts, flooding, and storms hit poor and marginalised 
communities first and worst, causing unpredictable growing seasons, crop 
failures, and sharp increases in food prices.

Food price spikes are a matter of 
life and death to many people in 
developing countries, who 

spend as much as 75 per cent 
of their income on food. 

Did you 
know?

Photo: Petterik Wiggers/Oxfam
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Climate change contributes to fragility and the risk of conflict and disaster. Climate-fueled disasters were the number one driver 
of internal displacement over the last decade — forcing an estimated 32 million people to flee their homes in 2022 alone. The 
climate crisis is putting many more people at risk of displacement in the near future. Without action at the global level to address 
climate change, we will see smallholder farmers and the most vulnerable communities in many other parts of the world being 
forced to leave their land. 

A family displaced by floods 
cross a flooded walkway. 
Floods and droughts have 
long been a part of life in 
countries in South Asia.

How does climate change displace people? 

Long standing gender, racial and economic inequalities mean that historically marginalised communities are the hardest hit and 
most impacted by the climate crisis. 

Climate change has worsened global inequality. The richest one per cent of people in the world are responsible for more than twice 
as much carbon pollution as the 50 per cent people who make up the poorest half of humanity.

Across societies, the impacts of climate change affect women and men differently. Women and girls must walk farther to collect 
water and fuel, and are often the last to eat. When women and children are forced to leave home and find shelter in displacement 
camps, they face unsafe living conditions, making them more vulnerable to violence and exploitation.

Guatemala: Mariana López lives in 
the community of Naranjo with her children. 
When the persistent drought ruined the 
family’s harvests, Mariana’s husband was 
forced to migrate to another country for job 
opportunities. Women like Mariana are often 
amongst the last to leave when more extreme 
or erratic weather makes it harder for families 
to put food on the table. They stay at home 
looking after their children and often face 
more difficulties and struggles.  

How does climate change increase gender 
injustice and inequity?

People are seven times more 
likely to be displaced by 
cyclones, floods or drought than 
by earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions, and three times more 
likely than by conflict. 

Did you 
know?

Photo: Oxfam
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Shaanxi, China: Jiang Jianwu is a tea farmer 
in Liugou Village. Ever since Oxfam installed solar 
insecticidal lamps with him and other tea farmers, they 
have seen a great reduction in the need for pesticides. 
Villagers in Liugou believe that mutual support within 
the community and green development will bring about 
a prosperous life.

In East Africa where poor communities suffer from severe hunger and water 

crises, Oxfam is working with communities to develop sustainable livelihoods so 

that people facing hunger are equipped with everything they need to become 

resilient and self-reliant in the long term. We also provide emergency food or cash 

for affected communities to buy food and other essential items, as well as clean 

water and sanitation to protect communities’ health.
 
Together with our partners in Nepal, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Bangladesh, 

Oxfam is working with poor communities in these countries vulnerable to 

disasters to adapt to the climate crisis. We are doing this by installing tube wells 

to enable irrigation, supporting marginalised women to grow drought and 

flood-resistant crops to secure food production, and setting up self-help groups 

to develop small business and raise livestock for an income. We also work with 

communities to set up community disaster management committees, and 

develop and implement disaster preparedness and response plans.
 
In Hong Kong, extreme weather conditions make life more difficult for subdivided 

flat residents. We urge the government to develop policies to support those living 

in subdivided flats/poor living conditions to adapt to climate change, and speed 

up the construction of public housing to help subdivided flat residents cope with 

increasingly frequent extreme weather events. We also work with a self-storage 

company to allow subdivided flat residents to temporarily place their items in 

storage units, thereby increasing the amount of space in their flats and improving 

their living conditions.
 
Oxfam's climate adaptation projects in mainland China are closely linked with rural 

development, humanitarian relief and rehabilitation. Liugou Village in Shaanxi 

province was once hit by extreme rainfall and severe floods, which destroyed 

villagers’ houses and livelihoods overnight. To help villagers reduce their 

vulnerability and develop sustainable livelihoods, Oxfam is working with them to 

develop an organic tea planting business, set up a disaster preparedness 

committee, and implement disaster risk reduction measures. Villagers actively 

take part in preparedness and emergency response drills to prepare for disasters 

caused by extreme weather events. Villagers also work together to clean up 

debris and silt in the streams and other disaster prevention facilities to ensure 

smooth drainage during the rainy season to reduce the risk of flooding.

Oxfam is working with partner organisations across the globe to 
provide lifesaving support to families on the frontlines of disaster. 
At the community level, we support people affected by the climate 
crisis to participate in adaptation, risk and development planning. 
We ensure that women are included in local decision-making 
spaces around disaster management.

Photo: Wang Wenyan/Oxfam
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Tacklingclimate change
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Baitadi district, Nepal: Villagers at this hilly district are more at risk of 
landslides triggered by extreme rainfalls. In 2023, Oxfam Hong Kong supported a pilot 
project there to help raise community resilience against and get prepared for 
landslides. Through collecting data like temperature and rainfall patterns and 
mapping areas in two municipalities which are prone to landslides, we built a 
landslide early warning system which is accessible with villagers’ mobile phones. 
The early warning system sends out notifications when risk of having landslides is 
high.

The Philippines: Super Typhoon Doksuri landed Fuga island and Dalupiri 
island of the province of Cagayan, the Philippines on 26 July 2023. It affected more 
than 4.6 million people. Oxfam and our local partner PDRRN responded immediately 
by distributing hygiene kits, shelter kits and food kits to affected families. We target 
to reach 90,000 people.

At the international level, Oxfam is 
working with partners to advocate for 
climate justice. 

We call on governments to take bold actions to 
urgently reduce emissions and massively scale 
up their climate finance with genuine 
accountability mechanisms to help people on 
the frontlines of the climate crisis to cope with 
the threats they face and help communities 
prone to disasters recover and rebuild.

The 2023 UN Climate Change Conference will 
convene from 30 November to 12 December 
2023 in Dubai. We will ensure the voices of 
those most impacted by the climate crisis – and 
above all, women – are heard. Every day, 
together with volunteers and local partners, we 
will support communities to stand up and speak 
out for their right to a fairer, liveable future.

Photo: Wang Wenyan/Oxfam
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WE ARE OXFAMERS

Ally (centre) visits left-behind children in Gansu with Oxfam. 

From 30 July to 5 August 2023, 12 monthly donors 
travelled to Gansu Province in mainland China to 
visit some of Oxfam’s projects that support 
left-behind and migrant children. One of the 
donors — Lau Wan Suen, Ally — shared her 
thoughts about her experience.

For a 17-year-old, I've always considered myself to 
be bold and adventurous. I first discovered my 
passion to serve at [the age of] 6 on an Oxfam rice 
selling campaign. That warm feeling you get from 
‘doing a good deed’ has resonated with me. Since 
then, I've tried my very best to accomplish different 
‘good deeds’ to feel that warm fuzzy feeling again. 

The donor trip to Gansu was no exception, I signed 
up expecting it to be a ‘good deed’ booster but I was 
wrong. From the very first moment when we 
stepped on that luscious mountain with air as crisp 
as the autumn leaves, I was blown away. In this 
remote rural area where the simple luxury of 
‘unlimited’ electricity or the internet was 
non-existent, I found a hidden treasure. One that 
was lost within the glistening towers and bustling 
everyday life of Hong Kong. 

Gratitude. Rid of all the urban opulence, the villagers greeted us with wide 
open arms, and showed us their everyday lives. Instead of fussing about 
their living situation, they were all very content and grateful for the help 
that Oxfam has been providing them. Even though their living conditions 
weren't devastating, they're still in need of support to reconstruct their 
lifestyle and way of thinking. Their opposing views on gender and 
hierarchical system can still be rebuilt. I've also learnt to understand the 
broader concepts of what their potential hardships are.

Donor trip to Gansu 
- memories and reflections 

Macau
Administração Condomínio Fa Seng Hong Tou Wai Ip
COMPANHIA DE ENPREENDIMENTOS MARSUL LDA.
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SAN HENG IP ENTEERTAINMENT & PLANNING CO. LTD.
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Macau Towerrun 2023
Co-organiser
General Association of Athletics of Macau

Official Licence
"ASIAN-OCEANIAN VERTICAL MARATHON
ASSOCIATION"
Towerrunning World Association

Principal Sponsor
AIA International Limited Macau Branch

Official Sponsor
Occasions Public Relations Macau Limited

Sponsor
Banco Comercial de Macau
Ming Kei

Venue Sponsor
Macau Tower Convention and Entertainment Centre 
Skypark Macau Tower by AJ Hackett 

Travel Sponsor
Artyzen Grand Lapa Macau
TurboJET

Official Timekeeper
SEIKO

Long-term Telecom Partner
CTM

Fitness Partner
lululemon
24/7 Fitness Macau

Supporting Partner
Dah Chong Hong Macau Logistics Warehouse Company Ltd. 
Luen Fung Food Supermarket
Macau Artistes Association
Macau Pageant Alliance
Royal Supermarket

Vitasoy (Macau) Limited
VRun Life Runner

Official Mobile Media Partner 
MOME

Media Partner 
Find Macau
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MM Marketing Communications Consulting Ltd.
Radio Vilaverde, Limitada
running biji
Sportsoho
ZA Magazine
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BELT COLLINS INTERNATIONAL (HK) LTD
HIP SENG CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED
和興白花油藥廠有限公司
志發海產有限公司
德光投資有限公司
樹記海鮮有限公司

Oxfam Rice Event 2023
CONCEPT 4 LTD
DCH LOGISTICS COMPANY LIMITED
Medialink Group Limited
Sino Group
STANDARD CHARTERED BANK (HK) LIMITED
SYNERGY CONCEPT LIMITED
TAMJAI SAMGOR MIXIAN 
Urban Renewal Authority
VIATRIS HEALTHCARE HONG KONG LIMITED
Yue Man Square
ZURICH INSURANCE (HONG KONG)
ZURICH WATCH COMPANY LIMITED
永隆米行

Oxfam Musical Marathon 2023
AIA International Limited
Tom Lee Music

Companies/organisations that supported 
Oxfam Penmanship Competition
Citywalk Management Company Limited
Classroom Publications Limited
Hong Kong Professional Chinese Calligraphers Association
杜佩玲書法基金會

Oxfam Trailwalker 2023
Principal Sponsor
AIA International Limited

Logistics Sponsors
Cathay Pacific Airways Limited
CLP Power Hong Kong Limited

Tech & Telecom Partner
PCCW and HKT

Official Outdoor Gear
Columbia

Venue Sponsor
Crossroads Foundation

Official Logistics Partner
DCH Mobility

Official Hotel
Hong Kong Gold Coast Hotel
Sino Group

Official Engineering Consultant
Kum Shing Group

Official Synergizer
Laputa Technologies Limited

Official Energy Food
Nature's Village

Official Green Management Partner
SGS Hong Kong Limited

Official Wellness Partner
Viatris Healthcare HK Limited 

Official Water
Watsons Water

Other Sponsors
Hung Fook Tong Group Holdings Limited
POCARI SWEAT
Seiko - Thong Sia Watch Co., Ltd.
T8
Uni-China Group13


